
Dutchess County Environmental Management Council 

April 27, 2022, Meeting Notes 

Due to lack of quorum, these are notes to file rather than meeting minutes.   

Regarding the NYSACC – membership, comments are needed.  There had been $75 in budget for membership.  We can 
ask to put it back in the budget per Brad   James will call them and see what they have to offer.   

NRI – Dutchess County -  A survey targets potential users asking what should be in it, how should it be set up, and how is 
it being used.  Sean is hoping to have most of the comments by end of month.  Brad said reactions are important.  If 
questions aren’t understandable that’s what they need to know.  The survey was sent to CAC/EMC listserv, DC municipal 
organizations.  The project is to update previous narratives and create web platform for the data, making it more 
interactive with graphics and data.  The Steering Committee meeting is due next month.  It’s a 2-year project, it’s moving 
along.  Narrative this year and 2023 will be the mapping and interactive portion.  The goal is also to be search 
responsive.   

Jim said to Involve the committee as much as you can.  Sean said there will be stages for us to be involved.   

Fishkill Creek Watershed to be continued.   

Brad – The Hudson 7 Group, the 7 municipalities that pull drinking water from the Hudson River, are working with the 
State Dept of Health on a water supply protection plan where they identify potential threats to their water supply.  Red 
Hook is doing the same thing and maybe also Fishkill, so perhaps there’s some way to wrap that structured work that’s 
done through the Department of Health with some of the grass roots watershed work that is associated with watershed 
alliances.  The goal is to get information from the Alliances and the Dept of Health to see what they could use in the NRI.  
Coordinating these efforts is something that the EMC could help do.   

Sean - Fishkill is thinking of modeling their work after the WIC, Wappinger Creek watershed group, an inter municipal 
council.  It’s a forum for the decision makers to get together around these issues and is helpful for getting funding down 
the road.  It goes above and beyond what the Hudson 7 and the Watershed Alliance are doing.   

Road Salt vs Brine cost benefit analysis.  EMC is getting ready to put out a report.  Jim thinks it will be an easy sell for 
municipalities because of the cost savings.  Brad asks if the brine trucks are the same trucks? What you see more is the 
state trucks that are exclusively brine. Discussion ensued about the logistics.  Sean asked about the efficacy of brine vs 
salt, and cost savings.  There’s a science behind it. Also, what about clean roads vs leaving the snow on the road.  Brad 
says it’s not only expectations of citizens but also the litigation potential.  Sean wanted to know if there was an 
educational component which there is.  Brad said it’s not only the dollar numbers but also the people who are 
successful, you’re going to need other DPW people to explain it.   Don’t expect huge savings right away, but 
improvement as you go.  It’s just more efficient use of the same technology.   

Environmental Advocacy Monitoring – Nancy found a couple of things to be included.  Johnathan Jacobson said nothing 
new for Sierra Club.  There was an American Chestnut public meeting.  Wheaton Park – It had been recommended not 
to be done by the Historical Committee, but apparently, it’s a done deal and it’s been sold.  The Council meeting was 
wasted as it was already done and signed off on.   

The comment period for the Solid Waste Plan is now.  Submit comments in support of composting and eliminating food 
waste.   

Brad – An interesting side light on the food waste – it not only takes up volume, but it lowers the efficiency of the 
incinerator because of all the wetness.   You must add fuel to burn the food waste.  Not only can you remove it from the 
waste stream and make it into a useful product, but it will increase the efficiency.  Recycle depot does composting.  They 
have a program where they will collect it separately.  You can go up and buy their compost.  Brad – if your interested in 
the composting, solid waste got a grant to look at the feasibility.  I don’t know what’s happening with that.   



The meeting ended with the hope that there will be a quorum next month.   


