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Dutchess County 

Environmental Management Council (DCEMC) 
Meeting Minutes 
October 28, 2020 

 
Due to the COVID19 pandemic and in accordance with Governor Cuomo’s 
executive order 202.60, which suspends certain provisions of the Open Meetings 
Law, this meeting was held via the teleconferencing program, Zoom and recorded.  
 
Attendance:  
 

At-Large Members Present Absent 
Pete Berasi X  
Shannon Fatum X  
James Fredrickson X  
Vicky Kelly X  
Constance Kustas  X 
Sarka Leff X  
Stephen MacAvery X  
Lalita Malik X  
John Paraskeva  X 
Nancy Severns X  
Candis Sunderland X  
   
Ex Officio, CAC Members & Others   
Michelle Gluck, CCEDC X  
   
   
   

 
Welcome/Intro/Chairman’s comments: Steve MacAvery welcomed all to the meeting at 7:04 
p.m.  
 
Meeting Minutes: A motion to accept the minutes of the September 2020 meeting was made by 
Jim Fredrickson with a second by Pete Berasi; all were in favor, Lalita Malik abstained. 
 
Review of EMC Subcommittees: Steve MacAvery reviewed the description of the 
subcommittees. Environmental advocacy group monitoring (Candis, Shannon, Nancy); reduce, 
reuse, recycle, HHW (Candis, Vicky, Sarka, Steve); climate change & alternative energy (Vicky, 



2 
 

Jim, Steve, Lalita); road salt (Vicky, John, Jim, Pete); green infrastructure/low impact 
development (Pete, Steve, Jim, Sarka, Connie). 
 
Reports: 
 
Danskammer Plant: Pete Berasi updated the group on the application to build a new gas-fired 
power plant on the Danskammer Plant. The East Fishkill CAC passed a resolution to formally 
oppose the application and to confirm Scenic Hudson’s ‘Stop the Plant’ initiative. The group 
intends to recommend to the East Fishkill town board that they formally oppose the application. 
A brief Danskammer history: It was initiated in 1952 by Central Hudson. It is now an 
independent energy generator. In 2001 it was sold to Dynegy, which went bankrupt in 2011, it 
was sold in 2013. It’s been under corporate ownership since 2017 (Wikipedia). The plant is 
currently a peak energy plant, so only runs about 5% of the time. The pending application is for 
it to become a 100% gas-fired operation. Scenic Hudson is opposed because the energy is not 
needed, if activated it will add pollution in the form of CO2 and other pollutants and it will use 
hydro-fracked natural gas. The timeline for a decision on the application is not known. The 
suggestion was made that the EMC consider recommending that the Legislature oppose the 
application and, in addition, should invite the town CAC’s to also consider recommending that 
their town boards oppose the application. The EMC will invite a speaker from Scenic Hudson to 
present on the issue, and invite the CAC’s to participate. Steve MacAvery offered to contact the 
Legislature to inform them that we’re looking into this issue and to inquire about information. 
Candis Sunderland noted that the Cricket Valley Plant will be up and running and the lines have 
been upgraded to carry the power. The group decided to gather more information before making 
a recommendation. Pete Berasi will contact Nikki Chung of Scenic Hudson to invite her to a 
special EMC meeting in November and ask about advisors to Dutchess County. Candis 
Sunderland will try to discover the timeline for the application. 
 
Household Hazardous Waste: Vicky Kelly updated the group on the status of a report. 
Information and comments from Lindsay Carille and Eoin Wrafter were received on the report 
submitted by Vassar intern, Sean Hussey. The comments will be incorporated into a revised 
report together with additional information obtained by Sarka Leff, including the cost to build 
and maintain Westchester County’s permanent facility and comparisons with other counties in 
the region. A lessons learned or guidelines for efficiency of movement through a drop off event 
may be added to our website. Vicky will edit/rewrite the report and send to the group for 
discussion. 
 
Activities by Environmental Advocacy Group Websites, e.g., Riverkeeper, NYPIRG, other 
(Shannon, Candis, others): Candis Sunderland reported that DEC reported that its international 
bat work is October 24-31 during which people should avoid bat caves. The Sierra Club is 
advocating for stricter smog pollution regulation, and is also supporting the THRIVE resolution, 
which is before the Senate. Catskill Mountainkeeper is focusing on high and overuse of trails and 
litter. Results from Climate Week started a heat smart & food waste, find farmers campaign. 
NYS webinar on food waste (Candis will send the link). Hudson River Watershed Alliance, 
Riverkeeper is addressing the Indian Point nuclear power plant. NYPIRG invested in blocking 
fossil fuel power. 
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EMC Facebook Page: Steve MacAvery reported that the legislature’s response is that the 
Climate Smart Communities Task Force will be responsible for social media outreach. The group 
discussed the EMC being the vehicle for the CSC to do social media updates. 
 
2019 Annual Report: Steve MacAvery reported that the report is complete after Michelle’s 
comments are incorporated and will be sent to the legislature. 
 
Other Business:  
Vicky Kelly reported that Candis Sunderland was the recipient of a certificate of recognition at 
the CCEDC Annual Meeting by the Environment & Energy team for her contributions to the 
program. 
Vicky Kelly also reported that the village of Rhinebeck reached out about implementing road salt 
best management practices. 
Lalita Malik reported that the town of Union Vale has a CAC and is working on a NRI. 
 
A motion to adjourn was made by Lalita Malik. The next regularly scheduled meeting of the 
EMC is December 2, 2020.  
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Vicky Kelly, Recording Secretary. 
 


