
Dutchess County 

Environmental Management Council (DCEMC) 

Meeting Minutes 

September 25, 2019 

Attendance: 

At-Large Members Present Absent
Pete Berasi X  
Shannon Fatum X  
Vicky Kelly X 
Constance Kustas X 
Stephen MacAvery X  
Lalita Malik X 
John Paraskeva X 
Candis Sutherland X  
  
  
  
  
Ex Officio, CAC Members & Others  
Ed Hogarty, EMC Webmaster X  
Michelle Gluck, CCEDC X  
  

 

Welcome/Intro/Chariman’s comments: The Chairman Steve MacAvery welcomed everyone in 
attendance.  

Minutes of the July 2019 Meeting: Motion made by Pete Berasi to approve the minutes. 2nd by 
Shannon Fatum. All were in favor. 

Website update/Facebook Page: Shannon Fatum is looking into the mission statement for our 
facebook page. Ed Hogarty reported that the server was renewed. Steve MacAvery requested that 
the “who to contact about joining the EMC” be made more conspicuous. Ed Hogarty stated that 
this would be done. 

Membership Update: Steve MacAvery reported that there are currently three vacancies, and that 
the individuals up for reappointment were supposed to be on the legislatures July agenda, but it 



wasn’t listed. Candis Sunderland suggested that we send a note. Steve MacAvery volunteered to 
send a note to Representative Rebecca Edwards and also the assistant to the Clerk 



Correspondence: Steve MacAvery reported that nothing has been received. 

EMC/CCE Funds: Michelle Gluck reported that there were no changes, but would like to check 
back with Angela to verify that the NYSACC Application was completed. 

CAC Report: Shannon Fatum reported that she had received the minutes for the Lagrange CAC 
from Candis Sunderland. 

NYSACC Membership: Shannon Fatum reported that she thought this was completed. The yearly 
conference was discussed. It was reported that currently a date has not been set. 

Household Hazardous Waste: Steve MacAvery reported that we should make a formal 
recommendation to the legislature on this issue. It was discussed linking this with Climate Smart 
Communities. Steve MacAvery reported that he will reach out to Lindsay Carille, as she is the 
chair of the subcommittee. 

Education and Outreach: Steve MacAvery reported that it makes sense that we should be looking 
at what others were doing, such as Riverkeeper, Scenic Hudson, NYPIRG. Candis Sunderland, 
and Shannon Fatum volunteered. Candis reported that towns are voting for/against the Danskamer 
plant, and that this is not in line with the state’s zero emissions goal. Steve MacAvery reported 
that he will investigate this further and report back. 

Subcommittees’ Reports - 

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle: Steve MacAvery - Nothing to report 

Climate Change and Alternative Energy: Candis Sunderland reported that the Earth to Cuomo 
meeting is at Warayas Park, thought we could potentially get this on the website. This points out 
the conflicts of Governor Cuomo’s zero emissions goal. Michelle Gluck reported that the Town of 
Poughkeepsie has a very nice display on climate change and alternative energy. 

Public Outreach (TBD): Steve MacAvery discussed utilizing Facebook for this. 

Road Salt: Nothing to report 

Green Infrastructure: Michelle Gluck reported that the green infrastructure forum is on 10/10/2019, 
and will discuss stream corridor and water quality protection. She also reported that there is the 
storm water conference on 10/16/2019. It was discussed that potentially these practices may 
increase salt to ground water. Steve MacAvery and Pete Berasi will look into this. 

Updates from Legislature/Ex-officios/CAC/Municipalities: Michelle Gluck reported that the 
CCEDC received funding for a single use plastics campaign, and it runs from October 1 – 
September 30, 2020. She thanked the EMC for partnering, and stated that the speaker for the 
EMC/CAC roundtable will be on this topic. She requested an EMC member to be on the steering 
committee to help create a display. She will send an email out to the EMC for volunteers.�

�


