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hired or volunteer recycling
coordinator and met every
month.”

DuringGreene’s tenure,Ul-
ster County’s recycling rates
rose from4 to40percent of the
total waste stream. She de-
scribes herself as a very
hands-on coordinator.

“TherewasnowayIwasgo-
ing tomakeadent frombehind
a desk,” she said. “I woke up at
3 a.m. and made the rounds on
the backs of trash trucks in or-
der to research and create a
systemthatwouldwork forev-
erybody.”

While shewas recycling co-
ordinator, Greene learned
about other environmental
problems. In 2000, she went to
work as environmental direc-
tor for Hudson River Sloop
Clearwater.

“Clearwater’s primary mis-
sion is to protect the ecologyof
theHudsonRiver and thewell-
being of everybody who lives
in its watershed,” she said.
“My focus shifted not away
fromwaste, but to also include
water.”

Greene has now been with
Clearwater for 12 years.

One issue she is very pas-
sionate about is Indian Point
Energy Center, the three-unit
nuclear power plant near
Peekskill.

“Our goal is that Indian
Pointdoesnotget re-licensed,”
she said. “It was built to last 40
years, and it’s been 40 years,
but Entergy Corporation
wants to renew it for another
20 years, and we think that’s
extremelydangerous. It’sbuilt
at the intersection of two
earthquake faults. There have
been steam boiler ruptures, si-

ren failures, transformer ex-
plosions,cloggedintakevalves
and radioactive isotopes ac-
tively leaking into the Hudson
River.”

Environmental organiza-
tions, as well as the New York
State Attorney General’s Of-
fice, are voicing these con-
cerns. Hearings are set to take
place in White Plains this fall.

Greene is also passionate
about sustainability. The New
York State Energy Research
and Development Authority
has given $865,000 in grant
funding to the mid-Hudson
area to create a sustainability
plan for the region, with a fo-
cus on energy, land use and
transportation, agriculture,
water and waste.

“We need to implement en-
ergy efficiency and conserva-
tionmuchmore,” shesaid. “We
needtocreatearoadmap inor-
der to transition to a green en-
ergy economy, including solar,
wind, hydroelectric, tidal, geo-
thermal and more. It’s not just
about what you’re against, but
what you are for.”

The organizations involved
in the sustainability project
are looking at the best models
around the world and will pro-
pose a five- to 10-year plan.

“Themostbrilliantminds in
theHudsonValleyareworking
on the energy issues,” Greene
said. “If we can turn a corner
here and really embrace a
green energy economy, it will
be a model for New York and
the rest of the country.”

Stephen Filler is on the
board of Clearwater and has
known Greene for 10 years.

“She’s incredibly inspira-
tional and persistent,” he said.
“She is a real advocate for the
environment and the people of
the Hudson Valley.”

Filler talks about Greene’s
extraordinary dedication.

“Shegoes fromonemeeting
to another and works harder
than anybody I know,” he said.
“She’s really an amazing per-
son.”

Nonprofit media consultant
StephenKent has workedwith
Greene on and off for the past
20 years.

“She is one of the most ef-
fective, hands-on activist lead-
ers working to protect amajor
regional ecosystem,” the Rhi-
nebeck resident said.

“She is one of the main peo-
ple responsible for getting the
cleanupof theHudsonRiver to
happen,” Kent said.

Kent notes that in 2011,

Greene received the U.S. EPA
Environmental Quality Award
for her lifetime of work. He
also talks about her ability to
bring various factions togeth-
er.

“Shebringspeople together
from different constituency
groups, frombusinesses to the
environmental justice popula-
tion,”hesaid. “She’s thekindof
person who really protects the
environment in an effective
way.”

Greene emphasizes the
need to communicate the is-
sueseffectivelyandthe impor-
tance of bringing thewhole so-
ciety along in order to incorpo-
rate positive change.

She publishes a monthly
calendar of local activist
events that she emails to over
3,000 people throughout the
area.

“If people would like to get
the calendar, they should just
email me, and I’ll add them
right away,” she said.

Although there have been
some losing battles, Greene
has learned that it’s important
to keep moving forward.

“I don’t give up when I see
something going in the wrong
direction,” she said. “I’ve had
thechance toreallyseechange
that I thought was very impor-
tant come to pass. It’s been an
amazing life.”

Lauren Yanks writes about
healthy living for a number of
publications and teaches Eng-
lish at SUNYNew Paltz. She
can be reached at lauren
ynks@aol.com.
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Manna Jo Greene with Pete Seeger. COURTESY PHOTO

RESOURCES
Hudson River Sloop Clearwater:
www.clearwater.org; 845-265-
8080; mannajo@clearwater.org

The Dutchess County Envi-
ronmentalManagement Coun-
cil recently completed a State

of the Environ-
ment report for
Dutchess Coun-
ty. This is the
tenth in a series
of articles from
the report. The
entire report can
be found online
at http://dutches-
semc.files.word-
press.com/2012/
04/dcsoere-
port2012.pdf.

There is ap-
proximately
280,000 tons of
municipal solid
waste generated
in Dutchess
County each
year, based on a

population of 297,488 and a
NewYorkStateDepartmentof
Environmental Conservation
statewide average generation
rate of 5.15 pounds per person
per day. The estimated rate of
recycling in the county is ap-
proximately 23 percent, which
is greater than the New York
state average rate of 20 per-
cent, but lower than thenation-

al average of 34 percent.
Licensed haulers transport

more than 60 percent of the
municipal solid waste to a
waste-to-energy facility locat-
ed on Sand Dock Road in the
Town of Poughkeepsie. The fa-
cility incinerates the waste
and the steam generated is
used to operate a turbine that
generates electricity that is
sold to Central Hudson Gas &
Electric. It is one of only10 ac-
tive municipal waste combus-
tion facilitiesoperating inNew
York, and is owned by the
Dutchess County Resource
Recovery Agency and operat-
ed by Covanta Energy.

In terms of recycling, the
Dutchess County Resource
Recovery Agency Material
Recovery Facility in the Town
of Poughkeepsie, operated by
the ReCommunity Recycling
Inc., sorts, bales and sells re-

covered recyclable materials.
In 2012, ReCommunity opened
a state-of-the-art, 52,000-
square-foot automated recy-
cling facility in Beacon. The
“single-stream” recycling fa-
cility processes all sorts of re-
cyclable materials.

The licensed haulers that
bring materials to the Beacon
facility, including Royal Cart-
ing, Toucan and Waste Man-
agement, now support single-
stream recycling. This should
make it easier for residents to
recycle , since items can be
placed into one containerwith-
out being sorted.

The vast majority of solid
waste and recycled materials
are collected from residents
via curbside pickup, either
through individual homeown-
er contracts with licensed
haulers, by municipal-run col-
lection, such as in the City of

Poughkeepsie, or by haulers
contracted by municipalities,
such as in the City of Beacon.
How each municipality han-
dleshouseholdwasteandrecy-
cling varies greatly.Manymu-
nicipalities operate transfer
stations for residents to bring
in their materials for disposal
or recycling for a fee. Resi-
dents should contact their
town, village, or city or waste
hauler for more information.
The Dutchess County Re-
source Recovery Agencyweb-
site and the county website
have information regarding
where materials can be taken
and what is accepted.

Dutchess County’s recy-
cling rate can be improved
through better outreach and
resident education. The coun-
ty recently appointed Lindsay
Carille from the Department
of Planning and Development
as the new solid waste coordi-
nator and is finalizing a new
SolidWasteManagementPlan.
Residentsmaywant toprovide
input to the plan when it is
made public later this year, as
it will guide important waste
andrecyclingmanagementde-
cisions in the future.

Allison Chatrchyan is the
environment and energy pro-
gram leader atCornell Cooper-
ative Extension Dutchess
County, and an ex-officiomem-
ber of theDutchess County En-
vironment Management Coun-
cil. Robert Cohen is an at-large
appointedmemberof theanda
retired IBM employee.

Local waste haulers Welsh and Toucan both offer single-stream recycling, in which all recylables can be thrown into the same bin. COURTESY
PHOTO
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SINGLE-STREAM RECYCLING
available locally

Items sorted
in waste plant
By Allison Chatrchyan
and Robert Cohen

WHAT CAN BE RECYCLED
IN SINGLE-STREAM BINS?
Glass bottles: All colors.

Metal: Cans, coat hangers and aluminum food trays.

Plastic containers: All numbers, beverage, cleaning and food con-
tainers.

Mixed paper: newspapers, regular and glossy paper, paperback
books.

Cardboard: Egg cartons, boxes and cereal boxes

Unacceptable in bins: Photos, paper towels, plastic bags, aerosol
cans, flower pots, broken glass, foam plastics, dishes, diapers, electron-
ics, scrap metal, household hazardous waste (paint cans, light bulbs,
etc.) Some of these items can be recycled elsewhere.
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We have just feted “labor”
with a day away from it. We
rightly admire industrious-
ness, creativity, productivity
and skill while we are driven
daily to respond to “markets”
and “market forces” that en-
courage us to discardmuch of
the product of those fine qual-
ities.

It’s an odd juxtaposition of
values, isn’t it? How different
might our economy and our
view of ourselves and our
lives be if we were driven to
think equally hard about the
effort and materials repre-
sented by things we dispense
with as we do about going to
the mall to get the popular toy
or fashionable shirt we must
have.

Let’s look at two common
resources that are still plenti-
ful: water and electricity. If
one leaves the outside lights
on , it is not only theelectricity
that is wasted, it is also the
coal that Central Hudson
burns tocreate thatelectricity
and the transportation of that
coal and the labor of the peo-
plewhodugthatcoal outof the
earth that is wasted. It’s kind
of a “waste supply chain.”

In the Northeast, where we
areblessedwithadequatesup-
plies of water, one might not
think much of running water
out of the tap while doing oth-
er things. There’s no shortage
of water — yet. But when the
water runs, it is not only the
water that is wasted. It is the
water pump that gets the wa-
ter to the tap and the fuel that
powers the water heater if it’s
warmwater being used.

This, my friends, is not the
optimal strategy for returning
the country to full employ-
ment.

Some entrepreneurs are
addressing the industrial/cul-
tural waste supply chain phe-
nomenon in remarkable and
even courageous ways. Here,
wearegoingto tieagriculture,
about which much has been
written lately regarding the
minimization of crop trans-
portation distances, and a
very plentiful waste product
in the Hudson Valley — aban-
doned or unused commercial
and industrial space.

What could be a better ex-
ample of modern waste than a
hugebuilt environmentwhere
noting productive is being
made? The folks at the Brook-
lyn Grange Farm onNorthern
Boulevard in Queens saw this
situation in a seven-story,
abandoned industrial building
and turned it to advantage.

Yes, you did read thewords
“Farm” and “Queens” in the
same sentence. Brooklyn
GrangeFarmisaveryproduc-
tive 1-acre farm on the roof of
that building. The farm, al-
though not certified as orga-
nic, is managed according to
organic principles and recy-
cles the crop detritus into
compost, which is used to fer-
tilize the next set of crops.

The farm eliminates pro-
duce transportation costs into
the city and has produced
more than 40,000 pounds of
vegetables over the past two
years. Another larger farm in
the Brooklyn Navy Yard com-
pletes the business, creating
jobs, cleaning the air and pro-
ducing fresh food for the ur-
ban populace next door.

It takes thought and daring
topull offaconcept like this. It
is an exciting harbinger of the
waywemightapproachthefu-
ture — with thought and care
and respect.

EnviroMuse is a biweekly
conservation column in My
Valley. Reach Beverly at
GBeverly@FiddleheadCrosie-
rAdvisors.com.

ENVIROMUSE

Creativity
can lead to
sustainable
future

RESOURCES
Brooklyn Grange Farm

35 Northern Ave., Queens.

Self-guided tours free on
Wednesdays until 6 p.m.

Web: www.brooklyngrange-
farm.com


